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employment practices, encourages ap-
plications for employment from per-
sons who are members of groups that
have been traditionally underrep-
resented, such as members of racial or
ethnic minority groups, women, handi-
capped persons, and the elderly.

(3) To determine the qualifications of
a person, the Secretary considers evi-
dence of past experience and training,
in fields related to the objectives of the
project, as well as other information
that the applicant provides.

(c) Budget and cost effectiveness. (1)
The Secretary reviews each application
for information that shows that the
project has an adequate budget and is
cost effective.

(2) The Secretary looks for informa-
tion that shows—

(i) The budget for the project is ade-
quate to support the project activities;
and

(ii) Costs are reasonable in relation
to the objectives of the project.

(d) Evaluation plan. (1) The Secretary
reviews each application for informa-
tion that shows the quality of the eval-
uation plan for the project.

(2) The Secretary looks for informa-
tion that shows methods of evaluation
that are appropriate for the project
and, to the extent possible, are objec-
tive and produce data that are quan-
tifiable.

(e) Adequacy of resources. (1) The Sec-
retary reviews each application for in-
formation that shows that the appli-
cant plans to devote adequate re-
sources to the project.

(2) The Secretary looks for informa-
tion that shows—

(i) Other than library, facilities that
the applicant plans to use are adequate
(language laboratory, museums, etc.);
and

(ii) The equipment and supplies that
the applicant plans to use are ade-
quate.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1121–1127)

§ 655.32 What additional factors does
the Secretary consider in making
grant awards?

Except for 34 CFR parts 656, 657, and
661, to the extent practicable and con-
sistent with the criterion of excellence,
the Secretary seeks to achieve an equi-

table distribution of funds throughout
the Nation.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1126(b)).

[58 FR 32575, June 10, 1993]
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§ 656.1 What is the National Resource
Centers Program?

Under the National Resource Centers
Program for Foreign Language and
Areas Studies or Foreign Language and
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International Studies (National Re-
source Centers Program), the Sec-
retary awards grants to institutions of
higher education and combinations of
institutions to establish, strengthen,
and operate comprehensive and under-
graduate Centers that will be national
resources for—

(a) Stimulating the attainment of
foreign language acquisition and flu-
ency;

(b) Instruction in fields needed to
provide a full understanding of the
areas, regions, or countries in which
the foreign language is commonly used;

(c) Research and training in inter-
national studies and the international
and foreign language aspects of profes-
sional and other fields of study; and

(d) Instruction and research on issues
in world affairs which concern one or
more countries.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122)

§ 656.2 Who is eligible to receive a
grant?

An institution of higher education or
a combination of institutions of higher
education is eligible to receive a grant
under this part.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122)

§ 656.3 What activities define a com-
prehensive or undergraduate Na-
tional Resource Center?

A comprehensive or undergraduate
National Resource Center—

(a) Teaches at least one modern for-
eign language;

(b) Provides—
(1) Instruction in fields necessary to

provide a full understanding of the
areas, regions, or countries in which
the languages taught are commonly
used;

(2) Resources for training and re-
search in international and foreign lan-
guage aspects of professional and other
fields of study; or

(3) Opportunities for training and re-
search on issues in world affairs that
concern one or more countries;

(c) Provides outreach and consult-
ative services on a national, regional,
and local basis;

(d) Maintains linkages with overseas
institutions of higher education and
other organizations that may contrib-

ute to the teaching and research of the
Center;

(e) In the case of a comprehensive
Center—

(1) Maintains specialized library col-
lections; and

(2) Employs scholars engaged in
training and research that relates to
the subject area of the Center; and

(f) In the case of an undergraduate
Center—

(1) Maintains library holdings, in-
cluding basic reference works, journals,
and works in translation; and

(2) Employs faculty with strong cre-
dentials in language, area, and inter-
national studies.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122)

§ 656.4 What types of Centers receive
grants?

The Secretary awards grants to Cen-
ters that—

(a) Focus on—
(1) A single country or on a world

area (such as East Asia, Africa, or the
Middle East) and offer instruction in
the principal language or languages of
that country or area and those discipli-
nary fields necessary to provide a full
understanding of the country or area;
or

(2) International studies or the inter-
national aspects of contemporary
issues or topics (such as international
business or energy) while providing in-
struction in modern foreign languages;
and

(b) Provide training at the—
(1) Graduate, professional, and under-

graduate levels, as a comprehensive
Center; or

(2) Undergraduate level only, as an
undergraduate Center.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122)

§ 656.5 What activities may be carried
out?

(a) A Center may carry out any of the
activities described in § 656.3 under a
grant received under this part.

(b) The Secretary may make an addi-
tional grant to a comprehensive Center
for any one or a combination of the fol-
lowing purposes:

(1) Linkage or outreach between for-
eign language, area studies, and other
international fields and professional
schools and colleges.
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